A Brrriliant experiment
In January we were learning all about the Arctic. One thing we learned was that Arctic animals keep warm by having a thick layer of blubber (fat) under their skin. This is a good insulator.

We tried out some blubber ourselves. 

First we made a blubber glove. We used lard which is pig fat as our blubber. The glove was about 100g of lard in between two small zip lock bags. Teacher melted the lard at home and poured it into the first bag. Then she turned the second bag inside out and propped the glove up to go hard again. It was in a small lunchbox with a bottle inside to hold the space open. At school we made an Arctic sea. It was a basin of water with a few big blocks of ice floating in it. (Two big lunchboxes full of frozen water). Then we had an Arctic Challenge. You had to hold your hands in the water for 30 seconds. One hand was bare and the other was inside the blubber glove.

We found out that the hand in the glove didn’t feel the cold at all, but the unprotected hand was freezing!
