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	Title
	Make a magnetic boat  

	Materials
	selection of items that float eg corks, polystyrene, plastic lid

paper clips, straws, paper, cocktail sticks, magnets.  basin of water, scissors. thumbtacs (optional)

	Before the Activity
	Children made the magnetic car which moved because of the repelling force of magnets. 

	Activity Description 
	Children given the challenge to design a boat that can move through the water using the attracting force of magnets. 

Different groups used different materials: did the cork work best, or lid or polystyrene? How do you attach metal under the boat to be attracted to the magnet?  push paper clip into base of boat or thumbtac. Some found it best to have a paper clip chain dragging along the bottom of the basin

The boats move using a magnet under the basin of water

Steer your boat around obstacles in the water

	Safety
	use of scissors, cocktail sticks, thumbtacs



